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Report by: 	Berni Saldias
		027 235 9731
		bsaldias@farmright.co.nz
Report for:	LUDF
Date:		22 April 2026
Visit Date:	21 April 2026


	
	21 April 2026
CURRENT (3-in-2)
	17 March 2026
Last Visit (3-in-2)
	29 April 2025
Last Season (10-in-7)

	Total cows on farm
	522
	536
	510

	Cows  Milkers
	482
	529
	500

	            Penicillin / colostrum
	2reds/33lames)
	7 reds
	10

	            Springer/MT,CO cows
	5 dries
	
	26 empties/6 culls

	Milksolids: per day
	702 kgMS
	817 kgMS
	587 kgMS *

	                    per cow
	1.36 kgMS/cow
	1.54 kgMS/cow 
	1.17 kgMS/cow 

	                    per ha
	4.38 kgMS/ha
	5.10 kgMS/ha
	3.82 kgMS/ha

	Somatic cell count
	132,000
	131,000
	167,000

	Average pasture cover
	2306 kgDM/ha
	2371 kgDM/ha
	2394 kgDM/ha

	Pre-grazing covers
	3244 kgDM/ha
	3400 kgDM/ha
	3400 kgDM/ha

	Post-grazing covers
	1560 kgDM/ha
	1500 kgDM/ha
	1480 - 1500 kgDM/ha

	Effective area in round
	160 ha
	160 ha
	160 ha

	Stocking rate
	3.26 cows/ha
	3.35 cows/ha
	3.18 cows/ha



Cows 
· An individual body condition will be carried out on Friday.
· Take immediate action on the at-risk cows (lighter early calvers and younger cows) to ensure they have enough time to improve body condition before calving.
Pasture
· The round is currently 36 days based on 160ha effective of 4.4-4.5ha/day.
· Current feed demand is 55 kgDM/ha/day, based on 17kgDM intake, with grass demand at 35kgDM/ha/day while feeding 6-7kg/baleage (based on yesterday’s allocation).
· Recent growth rate was 34kgDM/ha/day.
· Look for a closing APC of 1950-2000kgDM/ha, as one paddock will be grazed by the springers.
· Extend the round length to 40 days, when the early calvers and younger cows are dried off. Hold this for the remainder of the milking season.
· Cull any empty cows and remaining culls before the 1 May. Otherwise, check with Alison whether we have approval to continue milking them, as a large number of cows will be dried off earlier.
· Cows are doing a good job achieving post-grazing residuals. However, there are a couple of paddocks with higher residuals remaining from previous grazing, some of this being along the fence lines.
· This is the last opportunity this season to clean up and reset post-grazing residuals to ensure good quality for next season. 
· Springer paddock has been locked up.
· Aim to graze any new grass paddocks in late May to prevent them from being damaged in early spring.
· Look also to graze any paddocks that are more prone to becoming wet in late May whenever is possible, so they don’t need to be grazed early in August.
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